Report on Interphenome Meeting held at the IMGC Meeting, Prague, on Sunday 2nd November 2008

In attendance were: John Hancock, Molly Bogue, Damian Smedley, Paul Schofield, Niels Adams, Nobuhiko Tanaka, Shigeharu Wakana, Hiroshi Masuya, Tetsuro Toyoda, Werner Muller, Elissa Chesler, Ann-Marie Mallon, Judith Blake, Janan Eppig, Xose Fernandez, Carol Bult, Tim Beck, Steve Brown

Topic 1 - CASIMIR/Interphenome Workshop in Cambridge (September 2008).

Tim Beck gave a short report on the workshop. Judy Blake asked what the next steps would be now that the general principle of mapping EQ to MP was agreed. It was suggested that a discussion should be held with ZFIN on their use of EQ and the lessons that could be learnt by the mouse community. The issue was also raised as to how the mappings between EQ and MP could be maintained in the longer term. JH suggested that possible funding sources included BBSRC in the UK and ELIXIR. There was a discussion on whether developments in MP drove the development of EQ compounds and it was concluded that this was a two-way process. JE described the development of the Trait Ontology at the Jax and how this might interface with the EQ approach.  Harwell is contributing to the ATO and will hopefully use it.

Topic 2 - IKMC mouse portal.

It was agreed that a monolithic database approach and a universal portal was an unworkable and unnecessary development. Development of the IDCC portal should concentrate on the practical issues of making data from the knockout projects readily available to the mouse community. After some discussion it was concluded that if funding could be found through the IKMC process it should concentrate on two areas:

· Facilitation of the development of a a distributed mouse data network with major nodes potentially including MGI, MPD, EuroPhenome and IDCC

· A repository for databases funded under limited term grants which is was no longer possible for those setting them up to maintain but which contain data of value to the community.

It was suggested that the current IKMC white paper be re-written to reflect this.

Some suggestions on augmentation of the IDCC portal included:

· Reporting on pre-existing mutants of the genes being knocked out

· Links to phenotype data via MPD and EuroPhenome (and other sources of phenotype data).

Topic 3 - RIKEN Semantic Web Folders system

This was an interesting system that was being used to integrate data across Japan, with mouse being the example described here. An upper level ontology was being used to integrate the different kinds of data. The strategy being used at RIKEN was different from that being discussed in Europe and the US, which is distributed. This reflects in part the different funding structures and the need to integrate across borders.

Topic 4 - MIMPP.

After a presentation by AMM on her current thinking of MIMPP it was agreed that the contents were close to what was being recorded by both MPD and JaxTrack and that the document should be circulated for further comment. It was generally agreed that genotype needed to be added to the description framework. the most effective strategy for getting the framework taken up by the broader community was also discussed. It was agreed that short (c. 3 bullet point) description of what scientists need to report about a phenotyping experiment could be prepared that could be used in discussions with journals and funders. The full specification could then form a framework for capturing this information. An interface would need to be developed to enable this capture.

